
“Clay Roses”

Lesson Plan

Step 1:  Demonstrate 
Demonstrate how to make clay roses. To start, 
roll out a coil of clay the width of your finger. I call 
it the "rule of thumb." Then, pinch along the top 
of the coil to create the petals. Make a spiral with 
this first coil to create the center of the rose. 
Because the bottom of the coil is thicker than the 
top, the petals stay separate. Make sure to slip 
and score as you go so the pieces stay together. 
After the first coil is done, keep adding pinched 
coils to make the rose larger.

Step 2:  Form Roses 
Have students create roses. Many times 
students will struggle to pinch the first few 
petals thin enough. Having them create multiple 
flowers allows them to perfect their creations. 
Repetition is the key to success. By the end of 
class, they will be rose making machines. I 
require students to create one rose and one leaf, 
but many students create and combine multiple 
roses.
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Step 3:  Add Color 
These can be finished with glaze or paint and 
varnish. I like using paint as it can be thinned to 
run in between the petals. Students also have 
better success at mixing colors to make two tone 
roses. Either way, they will be beautiful.  

Tip: The thinner you pinch the top of the coil, the 
more delicate the flower will be. 

Tip: This is a great lesson for using up your 
leftover clay at the end of the year.
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Objective:  Create clay roses inspired by 
Capodimonte roses

Materials 
• Images of Capodimonte Roses 
• Clay 
• Scoring Tools 
• Slip 
• Glaze or Paint

Motivation 
• Discuss the history of Capodimonte roses.  

• You can make a cross-curricular science 
connection here by talking about the parts of a 
flower.  

• To take the lesson further, once completed, have 
students draw their clay pieces to practice value. 


