
“Fall Photography”

Lesson Plan

Step 1:  Practice 
Devote one day of the lesson to practice. Have 
students look at a variety of photos and discuss 
which they are drawn to and why. Discuss a few 
simple photography guidelines like using the rule 
of thirds. Then, have students practice with the 
cameras. Point out the basic parts of the camera 
such as the power button, shutter release, 
shutter, lens, etc… Challenge students to use the 
photo guidelines you talk about. You may have to 
have students work in groups. 

Step 2:  Take Photos 
Take students outside to take photos. If the 
weather is bad, you can also have students set up 
still lifes with fall-themed items in the art room. 
Encourage students to review photos as they 
take them. If photos don’t turn out, have 
students delete them. At the end of class, each 
student should have 3 final photos on a camera. 
Make sure you have a way to tell whose photos 
are whose. See the tip below for one idea. 

Grades 3-5

Space

Step 3:  Edit Photos and Print 
Upload photos to the computer. Have each 
student choose their best photo and use Picassa 
to edit it. As an option, you could have them add 
text and turn these into fall greeting cards. Print 
the photos. If making cards, cut out photos and 
attach them to the front of the blank cards.  

Tip: Have students write their names on pieces 
of construction paper color coded by class. Have 
students photograph their names before taking 
their photos so you know whose are whose.
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Objective:  Experiment with digital 
photography and editing software

Materials 
• Digital cameras or phones with cameras  
• Picassa (or other simple editing software) 
• Color printer  
• Blank greeting cards (optional)

Motivation 
• Take students outside to observe fall colors. 

Brainstorm a list of interesting subject matter 
related to fall.  

• Look at a variety of photos. Discuss a few simple 
ways to make photographs more interesting. 
Examples include using the rule of thirds and 
taking a photo from an interesting angle.  

• Let students experiment with different camera 
settings and report back to the group. 

https://picasa.google.com
https://picasa.google.com

