
“Mondrian Collage”

Lesson Plan

Step 1: Plan the Lines 
Give students a pile of black strips of paper. Have 
them place the strips on their white paper 
however they would like. The catch is, like 
Mondrian, all the strips must be either vertical or 
horizontal. No diagonal lines allowed!  

Demonstrate how to trim a strip down to a 
smaller size, such as in half or quarters to make 
smaller lines within the piece.  

Have students aim to use around 5-10 total 
strips to fill the space. 

Grades K-2

Shape

Step 2:  Add Colored Paper 
Pass out a box of yellow, red, and blue rectangles 
to each table group. Make sure the rectangles 
are large enough for students to cut down.  

Students can then cut out their own rectangles 
and squares, and place them on the artwork 
wherever they would like.  

Show students how to create smaller squares by 
cutting down one of the pieces. Show students 
how the squares and rectangles can touch the 
black strips or stand alone. 

Again, the catch is to work like Mondrian did. No 
circles, triangles or octagons here!  

Tip: Throughout the lesson, remind students to 
keep their work horizontal and vertical by re-
viewing some of Mondrian’s artwork. 

Tip: This makes a fantastic first lesson to 
introduce simple color theory to young students. 

Get more plans  |  www.theartofed.com

Objective: Use geometric shapes and lines 
to create artwork in the style of Mondrian.

Materials 
• White construction paper,9” x9” 
• Black construction paper cut into 9”x9” strips 
• Red, yellow and blue construction paper 
• Glue

Motivation 
• Look at the art of Mondrian. Have students point 

out the shapes and lines they see. Talk about the 
difference between organic and geometric 
shapes. Also talk about the difference between 
vertical, horizontal, and diagonal  lines.  

• Ask students “What colors did Mondrian like to 
use?” as a starting point for a discussion about the 
primary colors. 


