
	  
Monet’s Water Lilies 
 
Materials Needed: 
Drawing or watercolor paper 
Crayons 
Watercolor paints  
Brush 
Water container 
Paper Towel 
 
 
Background: 
Claude Monet (1840-1926) was one of the founders and a leading spirit of the 
Impressionist School.  He and his friends conceived the idea of carrying into landscape 
and ordinary-life painting the lessons learned from Realism, i.e. creating an alternative art 
outside the control of the national academy which required a clear narrative and a lofty 
subject. Monet not only painted the world he saw around him but he painted it exactly as 
he saw it.  What mattered to him was not what he knew about an object but the 
impression it made on his eyes.  He seized upon the appearances of things and set them 
down in tiny particles of color loosely brushed on the canvas.  Capturing the light, the 
atmosphere, was what concerned him the most. 
 

     
  



	  
Instructions: 

1. Limit the palette for young students so they 
could choose from yellow, peach, pink, green 
and white, the colors that Monet worked with. 
Ask students to first color 2 large lilies (which is 
much the shape of a tulip) and then 1 medium 
and a couple small on a piece of paper.   

2. Add a little shadow on the underside of each 
and on one side of each petal in another color (if 
you have drawn yellow lilies, peach works well, 
if they are peach, use yellow.   

3. Add a darker pink for a center.  
4. Draw green ovals around the bottom of each lily 

and some extra lily pad swirls. 
5. Lastly, add lots of squiggly lines with the white 

crayon to look like waves. 
6. Have students prime the blue and yellow 

watercolor by adding a few drops of water to 
each.  Paint a blue wash over the entire paper, 
loading up the brush again as needed or dipping 
it in water to pull more color down the page.  
You will have some areas that are darker than 
others like Monet and it is ok to leave some 
white spaces  

7. While the paper is still wet, load-up the brush 
with yellow and paint lily pad leaves.  You may 
add a bit of green watercolor in any area by loading up with yellow and mixing 
with the blue on the paper. 

 
 
 
 
Lesson adapted from one developed by Art Projects for Kids – Kadence Themes 


