
“Rainforest Paintings”

Lesson Plan

Step 1:  Paint Trees 
Students will first think about space with their 
trees. Have students paint 4 trees evenly spaced 
across their papers, going from the bottom of the 
paper to the top. Remind students they will need 
plenty of space between their trees to add 
animals. Students can finish with details like 
roots and leaves.

Step 2:  Add Animals 
Although any rainforest animals will work here, 
monkeys are an especially fun choice. Let 
students practice drawing monkeys. Using 
markers, students can then add monkeys of 
different sizes to their rainforest scenes. 
Monkeys can be upside-down, swinging from 
branches or peeking out from behind the trunks.  
If you want to do other animals, having some 
‘how to draw’ books on hand is nice for the 
younger students to feel successful.
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Step 3:  Add Flowers 
At the bottom of the pieces, students can add 
grasses with paint, and also can collage crumpled 
tissue paper for rainforest flowers. Students may 
want to add more animals, such as snakes or 
butterflies. 

Tip: This lesson lends itself to storytelling. Have 
students tell stories about what is happening in 
their pictures. Encourage them to use the spacial 
words from the lesson. 

Tip: To drive the concept and vocabulary home, 
don’t forget to have students put their names on 
the BACK.
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Objective:  Students will learn about space 
while creating rainforest scenes.

Materials 
• Blue Construction Paper 
• Tempera Paint and Brushes 
• Colored Tissue Paper and Glue 
• Brown, Grey and Black Markers 

Motivation 
• Talk specifically about the types of trees in a 

rainforest. I had an actual piece of rainforest wood 
from a contractor that I showed the students.  

• Students will talk about space, using the following 
terms: above, below, beside, under, over, in front, 
and in back, throughout the lesson.


