
“Watercolor Ducks”

Lesson Plan

Step 1:  Watercolor Wash 
Start the students with green watercolor paint. 
Have them choose a type of line they want to 
paint and use that to create a wash of lines on 
their watercolor paper. Switch to blue 
watercolor and have the students paint the same 
line style over some of the green paint and any 
remaining white areas.

Step 2:  Geometric Shapes 
Have students choose construction paper colors 
for their ducks.  You may want to consider 
yellow, brown and white. Demonstrate how to 
cut an oval for the body, a circle for the head, and 
a triangle for the tail. To minimize paper waste, 
it’s helpful to precut the colored paper to specific 
sizes. I give students 6” x 4.5” pieces for the 
ovals,  3” x 3” pieces for the circles and 4” x 2” 
pieces for the tails.  

Distribute small pieces of orange paper and have 
students draw and cut out “U” shapes for the 
beak and eye.
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Shape

Step 3:  Glue and Details 
Have students glue their shapes together to 
form ducks on their watercolor paper. Use the 
larger orange “U” shape for the beak and the 
smaller “U” shape where the wiggly eye will 
eventually go. Using dots of glue, add the wiggly 
eye and feather.  

Tip:  Have younger students simply trim the 
corners off the pre-cut rectangles to make the 
oval and circle shapes.

Get more plans  |  www.theartofed.com

Objective:  Explore watercolor techniques 
and use results to create a collage.

Materials 
• White watercolor paper 9”x12” 
• Blue and green watercolor paint 
• Yellow, brown, white, and orange paper 
• Wiggly eyes and feathers 
• Brushes, glue, scissors

Motivation 
• Read 10 Little Rubber Ducks by Eric Carle. 

• Talk about color mixing and discuss what happens 
when blue and green mix together. Then 
demonstrate how artists create watercolor 
washes. 

• Review geometric shapes with your students.

http://www.amazon.com/Little-Rubber-Ducks-Board-World/dp/006196428X
http://www.amazon.com/Little-Rubber-Ducks-Board-World/dp/006196428X

