
“Winter Birch Trees”

Lesson Plan

Step 1:  Create Border and Trees 
with Masking Tape 
Students need to tape their watercolor paper to 
their construction paper and create a border in 
the process. To do this, have students run long 
pieces of tape along each side of their watercolor 
paper, extending them past the edges to stick to 
the construction paper. The construction paper  
will act as a placemat and secure the artwork 
between  class periods. 

Next, have students use long strips of tape to 
create tree trunks, running the tape from the 
bottom of the watercolor paper to the top. Have 
them rip or cut smaller pieces for the branches. 

Step 2:  Add Watercolor 
Have students lightly paint a horizon line, then 
fill in the snow below and sky above using colors 
of their choosing. Sprinkle a light dusting of salt 
over the sky. As the salt dries, it will absorb the 
watercolor around it and create a snowy effect. 
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Step 3:  Remove Tape, Add Details 
Once dry, rub the extra salt off of the paper and 
discard. Have students carefully and slowly 
remove all of the tape, holding their papers with 
one hand and removing tape with the other. 
Then, add details to the bark with oil pastels. 
Finally, show students how to add a shadow to 
one side of their trees with watercolor paint.  

Tip: A little salt goes a long way! Show students 
how to lightly sprinkle it from high above so it 
disperses evenly. 
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Objective:  Students will use observation 
skills to create winter birch trees.

Materials 
• 9” x 12” watercolor paper 
• Masking Tape and 12”x18” Construction Paper 
• Watercolor Paint and Salt 
• Oil pastels 

Motivation 
• Look at photos of birch trees. Ask students to 

observe what is different about birch trees 
compared to other trees (thinner trunks and 
branches, white bark, etc…).  

• Talk about why trees lose their leaves in the 
winter. You may want to read your favorite book 
about winter or snow to get students in the mood 
to create snowy art! 


